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EVOLUTION 


DARWIN’S THEORY OF MAN FROM APE. 
By Prorressor Wo. ESTEP 


Founder of Supermind Science 


For ages man has puzzled his mind on the riddle 
“from whence came 1?” Not so long ago a man de- 
cided to study nature and thus solve this riddle of 
the ages, and that man was Charles Darwin. His 
father wanted him to become a doctor or a preacher 
but he chose the path of the Scientist—it is said he 
studied the life of worms and insects a period of 
thirty years in addition to his research into the sub- 
ject of the origin of man. When he finally announced 
the famous discovery called, THE ORIGIN OF THE 
SPECIES, the world became excited over the idea 
that a mere scientist would dispute the book of 
Genesis which relates a story of man being created 
by Jehovah in the Garden of Eden about six thous- 
and years ago, and the woman was supposed to have 
been originated from the rib of man. Preachers said 
that Darwin had disputed God’s word and sentenced 
him to hell for having even attempted to investigate 


the subject of the origin of the species. But Darwin 


who was known as a very quiet unassuming man only 
smiled at their attacks. He pointed out the fact that 
skulls of the ancient Neanderthall race had been 
found and that when reconstructed plainly showed 
man to have had an ape face only ten thousand years 
ago. Also there was the proof of the mountains 
having been covered at one time with sali water 
sinse sea shells had been found on top of our highest 
mountain peaks. However, some say that these were 
carried there by the flood which destroyed all people 
except Noah and his family, yet in some parts of the 
world buildings dated back in centuries existed ten 
thousand years ago. Now this great argument as to 
the correctness of the account of Creation in Gen- 
esis has continued, and only recently an expedition to 
the Mongolian Desert was arranged by scientists 
which resulted in finding proofs as to the origin of 
man possibly millions of years ago, although these 
great adventures brought back material proof of 
their claims they were criticized by the clergy who 
claimed they were trying to disprove the word of 
God. This controversy was stimulated by their at- 
tacks which resulted in numerous debates and books 
being written on the subject—in some of the South- 
ern States the books were barred from schools con- 
taining the proof of evolution which was furnished 
by the scientist. A law was passed forbidding evo- 
lution to be taught in the schools, this was a direct 


move on the part of the preachers to keep the chil- 
dren of this age ignorant of scientific facts pertaining 
to life. A school teacher was arrested for lecturing 
to his class on the subject, William J. Bryan became 
his prosecutor while Mr. Clarence Darrow, probably 
the greatest lawyer of this day became the defending 
champion of the school teacher. In the midst of the 
trial, God, the Creator, or the laws of Nature as one 
may term it, saw fit to close the case, so Mr. Bryan 
was found dead after he had retired for an afternoon 
nap. Later the case was ended legally—now it is not 
the purpose of the writer to condemn either side in 
this controversy but his desire is to throw light on 
the subject possibly both sides were wrong yet to a 
degree right, but passion blinds reason and argument 
does not solve problems. These are facts proven by 
investigation while also some can be proven by 


reason; here are a few facts which reason will prove. 


1. God is not a man since a Creator must be 


greater than its creation. 


2. Since God is not a man he did not write the 
Bible which is the work of man. 


3. That the Bible is an historical record of visions 
of Prophets and Seers who from a material stand- 


point were uneducated. 


4. That the vision of creation in Genesis was 
written after the Revelation was received by the mind 
of the writer. 


5. That the six days of Creation may be six cy- 
cles of time which seemed six days to the one who 
received the vision. 


6. God resting on the seventh day means the end 
of physical creation and the age of perfection spirit- 
ually of all things created. 


7. There are Bibles which are older than the 
Christian Bible, the Vedas of India are at least ten 
thousand years old, were spoken from master to dis- 
ciple for thousands of years before they were printed, 
and consequently impossible to say how old they are. 


These facts now in mind the question of evolution 
of man may be considered, the writer believes that 
man developed gradually from a low manifestation 
to a higher one similar to a plant since nature never 
has been known to contradict her own laws. In 
everything there is order and harmony and a law of 
progression which must be followed. The Great 
Masters of the Orient in meditation speak of seven 


ages of creation which can be understood by one 


skilled in occult knowledge, the ages show the _ 
reason why all the different species exist. They are 


as follows: 


1. The age of strength—this is the first cycle of 
a Manvantara, a cycle is 700,000 years, a Manvantara 
is 4,900,000 years—in this age of strength bodies 
exist being produced by germs which came from a 
previous cycle before the cosmic or Brahmanic Night, 
when this earth was without sun light for one cycle, 
these bodies live and die changing shapes nurtured 
by the sun and moon. There are two substances of 
work—Patrika, the flesh substance and Parusha or 
Spiritual Substance. Now a continuous reincarnation 
of all living creatures in taking place in each one of 
these different beings, taking more of a definite shape 
from this substance man develops from human germs, 
animals from their germs, cell by cell, each one com- 
ing into its manifestation. Infinite Intelligence 
molding all like a potter molds a vase. There is no 
crossing of the species because each develops in a 
different cycle of vibration which only harmonizes 
with its kind, the stronger creature devours the 
weaker and from these comes the saying that self- 
preservation is the first cause of nature. During this 


cycle very little individual intelligence manifests; it 


is the age of the formation of bodies, the sun rays are 
intense during this cycle because it had to melt a 
ball of ice frozen over the surface of the earth. Now 
comes the second cycle. 


2. The age of Honor or Consciouness—during 
this cycle each body begins to develop a conscious- 
ness and knowledge of each other’s existence is 
borned. In the past cycle man had a body only. Now 
he takes the form of a fish but develops conscious- 
ness. This cycle in man’s development is called the 
Aquarious Age. He learns how to run from an enemy 
and how to defend himself. However, his skull con- 
tains at all times the highest development as far as 
brain cells are concerned. Even at this time in em- 
bryo we take these forms which I refer to which 
shows the influence of past development on our for- 
mation. Creation, now in its present form goes 
through the process of recapitulation of all ages past, 
this, all scientists agree upon—so during the Aqua- 
rius Age man becomes conscious of other fellow 
creatures and begins his dealings with them—this is 


the reason why this age is termed the age of or 
birth of Honor. 


3. Cycle or Age of Glory or Victory—in this 
cycle man takes the form of a four-footed creature 
and becomes master of all other four footed creature, 
in each cycle man has been master of all lower be- 
ings since he was created as master through Infinite 
Intelligence and he must pass through all forms by 
gradual development in order to demonstrate this 
principle, and know the will of God the Supreme 
Creator. Next comes a more advanced cycle. 


4. The Age or Cycle of Blessings—in this age 
man’s intelligence begins to solve problems of ex- 
istence this being so it is termed the age of blessings. 
He learns of an unseen force or power in his pre- 
mature state he cannot understand but yet develops 
a consciousness of it, his arms become shorter than 
the other limbs because he walks upright and learns 
to use the hands he has developed. He begins build- 
ing cave dwellings some of these cave dwellings still 
exist and can be seen in Arizona, and they are hun- 
dreds of thousands of years old. The writer has 
made a study of them; some skeletons found in them 
seem to be half ape and half man. 


5. The Age or Cycle of Power. Next comes the 
cycle in which we live at present man’s skull has a 
greater forehead and the chin has developed in this 
cycle, he became enlightened only 10,000 years ago 
that period is called the Stone Age by Scientists and 
the Neanderthale Race inhabited Europe at that 
time. Since man’s enlightenment he has had almost 
a spontaneous development; he has become lord of 
the sea the air the laws of vibration and has tapped 
nature’s greatest power which is electricity. How- 
ever this is the age of Power, Victory and Wisdom 
on the mortal plane, but the cycle has only started 
and the development is in its infancy. In this cycle 
man will conquer every enemy and all material force 
and become lord of the earth, before the cycle closes. 
He will discover the real power which he seeks, this 
is a mental and spiritual power which at present 
many people ridicule since they do not believe that 
it is in existence. When this is controlled man will 


use elements where he now uses food—also he will 
master the atom and this power will make electricity 
obsolete or will make it so cheap it will become the 
basis of all motion and transportation. The skull 
will be almost twice its present size at the end of this 
Cycle. This is the Cycle of man’s ascension to his 
highest human form and state—also the highest de- 
velopment of his five senses will take place for he 
has acquired these senses by a gradual growth this 
being the fifth cycle he will experience a complete 
development of his senses. This cycle will reveal 
man as the son of God who come up through great 
tribulation. He will become as the Supreme Creator. 
Next comes the cycle of man’s mastership. 


6. This is the Age and Cycle of Riches—this cycle 
will dawn about one quarter of a million years hence, 
and this will be the end of materialism. Man will 
have ended his quest for material mastership. Man 
will live then more by the power of breath and will 
cease striving for personal gains. The end of the 
6th cycle, the age of riches will end material life 
and growth on this planet. The sun will draw far- 
ther away from the earth and as its rays leaving the 
earth causes a condition of frozen atmosphere to de- 
velop the ice age which begins as the spiritual age ~ 
of man dawns—God has completed all creation and 
now prepares to rest or withdraw from the mortal 
plane for a cycle. 


7. The Age of Wisdom—this is man’s age of per- 
fection. He attains his highest developed form or 
becomes as an Angel of light, the beings of that age 
or cycle possess a spiritual form only. Now this 


cycle is the triumph of Wisdom the ice age progresses 
as the cycle advances until all physical life having 
died, the germs freeze into the ice and remain there 
until the sun completes its cycle and returns to this 
planet, 700,000 years later. Then when the sun 
rises again that is the age of strength or the beginning 
of another Cosmic Manvantara. The writer has herein 
given you some of the great wisdom of the Far East 
which solves all problems of life as well as explains 
the cause of life and Infinite Intelligence. 

In order to understand man one must study what 
is known as the sevens of nature which are: 


The Seven Divine Spirits. 
The Seven Divine Panes of Mind. 
The Seven Divine Planets. 


The Seven Divine Senses. 


These powers can be controlled by a knowledge of 
SUPERMIND SCIENCE which unlocks a rate of 
vibration within one which will lead them to perfect 
health, happiness and success. Join the UNIVER- 
SITY OF SUPERMIND SCIENCE and become mas- 
_ ter of life and live under the law of the advanced 
cycle—in this science the deaf hear, the blinds re- 


ceive their sight, the lame walk—-Seek and ye shall 
find! 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF BILLIE BRIANE 


Remarkable Human-like Ape. Chimpanzee Type, 
of Africa. Owned by Prof. Wm. Estep. 


Billie Brian is only three years old at this writing, 
April 1930. She was captured in Western Africa 
and is known as the Mafka Type. Some of her hu- 
man like traits is as follows: 


Ist. She cries like a baby also sheds tears. 
2nd. She has body respiration the same as a 
human. 


3rd. She likes to eat at a table learned it in one 
day, she snores in sleep like a person. 


4th. She is fond of some people, others she dis- 
likes. 


Sth. Her heart beat is the same as a human. 
6th. She is the only ape using china dishes. 
7th. She is a vegetarian and selects her food well. 


8th. She knows many words and their meaning 
Yet she has had only a few days training. 


9th. She was given a book and could turn the 
pages like a human without training. She kisses the 
picture of apes but not of other animals. 


10th. She walks upright with feet flat on the 
floor like a human, not on side of foot as other apes 
usually do. 
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llth. Her ears contain the same shape and bones 
as the human and are in the correct proportion to 
her head, she is kind and knows when scolded, she 
loves children but don’t like to give them up when 
once she plays with them. 


12th. Her hands and feet differ only very little 
from human hands and feet, all doctors who have 
examined her pronounce her the nearest a human 
to be an ape they have ever examined, she is being 
observed and studied by Prof. Estep to determine 
her mental capacity to learn. She articulates two 
sounds which imitate Hello and No. This is con- 
sidered her most unusual ability. Scientists claim 
they can articulate 42 distinct words. 


INTRODUCTION 


it appears most wonderful, that, as all the en- 
deavours, researches, and pursuits, aim at finding 
out the connexion of cause and effect, or, in other 
words, as the human mind is constantly disposed to 
bring all phenomena in nature, however contra- 
dictory, as well those of space as of time, into unison, 
and endeavours to solve all riddles with the greatest 
ingenuity, it appears most wonderful, I say, that to 
such searching mind, to whom alone all phenomena 
are phenomena, it should not be the first and most 
important question, how and in what manner he 
stands in connexion with all the things in the ex- 
ternal world? or, in other words, how or in what 
manner he attains to consciousness? Optics teach 
us the laws by which light affects our organs of 
sight, and acoustics teach us those laws by which 
sound excites our hearing; but it is impossible that 
it can escape the notice of the intelligent, that be- 
tween hearing, and seeing, and consciousness, there 
are yet chasms unexplored. 


L our reflections on the natural qualities of man 


How does it happen, that those rays of light pro- 
duce a consciousness of what we see, and those 
sounds a consciousness of what we hear? 


How does it happen, that if any one perceives 
danger to threaten him, for instance, if any one sees 
a red-hot iron approach any part of his body, he 
intuitively withdraws that part from the impend- 
ing danger, although he has scarcely observed it? 
May we not here plainly perceive a positive con- 
nexion, and, as it were, a report from the external 
parts to the consciousness, or inward man? and, at 
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the same time, a command from the inward man 
to the external parts? 


In this respect we fare like those scholars, whose 
masters make them acquainted with the most remote 
countries without making their native land known 
to them. 


Maupertius says: “Had the time and treasure been 
expended by the Egyptian Kings in digging down- 
wards in the ground, instead of what they have lav- 
ished on building upwards, the result would certainly 
have been much more important.” This opinion 
might also very well apply to man, namely, that if a 
portion of the time and trouble, which he has be- 
stowed on researches after objects in the external 
world, had been employed in a more minute knowl- 
edge of himself, he would probably find himself 


placed in a higher state of information. 


Is not man a part of the whole? Does not he too 
belong to natural bodies? nay, is not he the principal 
being known to us in the whole creation? Would 
nature be held in any estimation by him as man, if 
he ceased to be so? It is therefore quite natural, 
that, as long as we shall not have traced the proper, 
or real connexion of man with the external world, 
we shall be struck with astonishment at every phe- 
nomenon in nature, which we cannot immediately 
reconcile by the usual perceptions of the external 
. senses, and shall soon cease to trust our senses at 
all, and thus pass on to unbelief; or, by trusting 
them too much, pass on to superstition. 


After we have made ourselves acquainted with 
man himself, as stationed in his true point of view 
in the great order of the creation, then, probably, a 
great many riddles will be easily solved. 
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TREATISE 


ON 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM 


§ 1. 


LAW OF IDENTITY 
aes is the foundation-stone or basis 


of all our knowledge, without which we should 
be entangled in metaphysical labyrinths, and be 


precipitated from the highest pitch of our imaginary 
knowledge into the rudest empiricism; for in real 
nature every thing appears in a different shape to 
what it does to our extravagant fancies. 


§ 2. 


We must proceed from experience as from a firm 
point of view, from which we may behold the whole 
in an exact and correct manner, and compare in- 
dividual phenomena as well with each other as with 
the whole; that is, we must proceed analytically as 
well as synthetically; and then only shall we be 
able to deduct the general laws of nature, which may 
serve us as a guide. Thus guided, we may safely 
venture to proceed on our road to knowledge, step 
by step, without being discouraged, or in fear of 
being led into errors. It is this faithful guide that 
calls our attention to every possible mistake. 
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Se 


In order, however, to avoid the reproach of too 
rude, or unphiloscphical a proceeding, we may be 
allowed, although this may not be the proper place, 
to mention that, which in the sequel of these pages 
will appear of itself, namely, that the pure ideal and 
the pure real are merely different views of one and 
the same wnity, and are consequently identical, and 
that in consequence the a priori and the a posteriori 
must also be identical. We shall now proceed to the 
matter itself. 


§ 4. 
EXISTENCE. 


In the whole corporeal creation, as far as experi- 
ence makes us acquainted with it, not a single body 
is to be met with which depends upon itself alone, 
without being exposed to an external influence, 
originating from other bodies, and operating on it; 
nor is there a single body whose existence is deter- 
mined merely by external powers operating on it, 
without a power peculiar to itself, and opposed to 
the other; and that this must necessarily be the case 
will appear in the sequel. 


§ 5. 


Every one will, without doubt, allow, that all 
bodies are subject to change. A change, as will be 
explained hereafter, is a transformation, which in 
time becomes perceptible to our senses. Now no 
one will doubt, or can doubt, that to every phenom- 
enon a sufficient cause (ratio sufficiens) is requisite. 
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How then are we to look for the sufficient cause of 


the change of bodies? It is impossible to find the 
cause of any possible transformation of a body in 
the body itself; for the inward power peculiar to 
that body is only to be considered as the positive 
part of its existence; it cannot therefore, by any 
means, afford the negative part. 

Hence the necessity of admitting an external 
power which has an influence on the body, and 
effects its change or transformation. 


§ 6. 


Should there be in the reverse case any bodies, 
whose existence, like all its changes, merely depends 
on external negative influences, without any internal 
positive power, in opposition to the other, all pos- 
sible changes would be produced instantly, and 
would entirely escape our senses, as such changes 
are alone effected by external influences, and because 
they meet with no resistance from within. We now 
plainly see, that only by means of the conflict of 
both powers, the internal as well as the external, the 
existence of the bodies, as well as of their changes, 
is possible. Whether these two powers are really 
different in quality, or whether they have one and 
the same source, notwithstanding they appear ever 
so different, and in opposition to each other, will 


appear in the sequel. 
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§ 7. 


LIFE AND DEATH. 


By the term life the natural philosopher not only 
means organic life, but that which is implanted 
throughout the corporeal creation; in all its forms, 
and throughout all its classes, we can with justice 


say, it lives; it is possessed of life. 


§ 8. 


But when a body in time ceases to be what it was, 
we cannot, by any means, from that imagine an ab- 
solute death. For according to our conception, 
absolute death does not exist: this is easily perceived 
by the above-mentioned idea of life. That which 
we in general call death is nothing else but an al- 
teration of form, effected by means of a modifica- 
tion of life. 


§ 9. 


If the variation of forms takes place according to 
the usual course of things, it is called health. The 
contrary, however, if it occurs quicker than usual, 
is called disease. 
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§ 10. 


From what has been said the result is evident, 
that the whole universe is animated. If we therefore 
consider, what experience shows us very plainly upon 
the least observation of the phenomena in nature, 
viz. that all bodies in the universe form, as it were, 
an uninterrupted concatenation, the last link of 
which is connected with the first, it thence appears, 
that the whole universe ought to be considered as 
one general organism, no link of which must be 
wanting in order to form the whole. Thus, all things 
which appear to our senses as single bodies are mere 
organs of the great organism. Every individual 
thing contributes its share towards the preservation 
of the whole, a grain of dust, as well as every other 
being that may strike our senses more forcibly. 


And do we not really see in physical as well as in 
moral matters, and in the bastards of both these, in 
political matters, that very often the most insignifi- 
cant trifles are attended with the most important 


consequences? 


Who is able to dispute, that if, through any cause 
whatever, a mountain should lose a single grain of 
dust, it may not in time be the occasion of the de- 
molition of the whole mountain? 
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Is not that insignificant little fish, called the pilot, 
a caution to other inhabitants of the water, against 
the shark? (*) Do not many birds exist upon in- 
sects which would otherwise occasion great damage? 
And, finally, does not one celestial body keep the 
other within its sphere? Who will now disown the 
communication or connexion of the whole, one with 
the other? 


(*) A phenomenon peculiarly important with regard to 
the herring fishery, which yields a livelihood to a great part 
of the community. It is generally known, that the shark is 
the greatest devourer of fish, and of herrings in particular. 
Were it therefore to appear suddenly amongst them, they in 
all probability would not be able to save themselves, but 
nature has so ordered it, that a certain little fish, called the 
pilot, is not hurt by him, and wherever this little fish appears, 
a shark is at hand, and at times the distance of a league be- 
hind him. The inhabitants of the water, and particularly the 
herrings, are aware of this, and crowd together in large num- 
bers into more narrow water, where the shark is not able to 
follow them, in which places they are often in such quantities, 
that the sea is ruffled by them, which appearance is called, in 
the language of the Icelanders, sea mountains, and there they 
are caught in immense quantities. 
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§ 11. 


GENERAL LIFE. 


The life of the whole universe, as of the great 
organism, we must attribute to an original, all ani- 
mating power, which we may call the general power 
of life, or, if we express ourselves according to 


Schelling, the soul of the world. 


§ 12 


In all modifications where this original power 
enters, (as will be seen in the sequel,) it always ap- 
pears in such a manner as must impress us with the 
idea of its consisting of a dualism, or of two parts: 
that is to say, we may and must imagine it as well 
positive as negative. | 


But one must not by any means understand, by 
the expression positive, a thing which is favourable, 
or by the term negative, a thing which is unfavour- 
able to life, but only that positive and negative 
are merely relative ideas, the same as with the math- 
ematician plus and minus are. 


§ 13. 


As heterogeneous as these two parts, in relation 
to each other, must appear to us in the first instance, 
they yet are nothing less than that: they only con- 
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stitute, as it were, the two sides of a homogeneous 
body, of which the one cannot at all exist without 
the other. 


§ 14, 


At the first sight of the universe the matter, and 
the two powers by which such matter seems every- 
where pervaded, present themselves to our senses: 
these two powers have, on account of the manner of 
their appearance, been called power of attraction 
(vis attractiva), and power of repulsion (vis repul- 
siva). 


§ 15. 


If we venture to go one step further, and again 
propose that old question for a solution, namely, 
How is matter possible? then an entirely new ray 
of light must break forth upon us; for, if we do not 
mean to be blind with our eyes open, it must needs 
appear evident how the Gordian knot is properly to 
be untied, at which so many heads have iried in 
vain. The fault lay in considering the two powers, 
the attractive and the repulsive, which are peculiar 
to every matter, merely as its attributes, and not, as 
we ought to do, in considering them as properly nec- 
essary to the matter itself: that, which is eternally 
one, has been separated. While matter was con- 
sidered, or imagined, as being without any power 
of attraction, or repulsion, the question arose, how 
is matter possible? there was no other expedient 
than to have recourse to a vis occulta. 
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§ 16. 


That the attractive and repulsive powers are not, 
as before observed, the most necessary conditions of 
all matter, but are identical with it, is very easily 
proved; for if it were possible that the repulsive 
power could be put in activity without the attractive 
power, the whole universe would extend to an infinite 
degree and vanish into nothing. If the contrary were 
possible, namely, if the attractive power were able 
to be put in activity exclusively of the repul- 
sive, the whole universe would contract itself into 
one mathematical point, and the whole would vanish 
into nothing. Only by means of the conflict of 
both powers is matter possible. The attractive 
power seems to be, according to my opinion the pos- 
itive side, and the repulsive power, the negative. To 
imagine matter without these powers, or these pow- 
ers without matter, would be imagining a non-entity. 
It is however understood, that these two powers are 
only modifications of the original power. 


Seal: 


If this original or general power of life were 
divided throughout the whole universe in an equal 
portion, that is, if it were to constitute every where 
an absolute equilibrium, there would then be prev- 
alent in all parts of the whole, even according to the 
form too, only one equal unity, and in this unity 
an internal rest, and with this rest an absolute death 
in all nature would prevail. But, as this original 
power had originally admitted of an infinite in- 
equality in regard to its division, the different forms 
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of the individual objects arose; that is, the forma- 
tion of the individual in the general, and of the 
finite in the infinite, commenced: and as this original 
power, by virtue of its originality, strives to fill up 
everything in an equal manner, that is, its eternal 
inclination being to put itself every where into an 
equilibrium, but being always withheld from such, 
through that very variety of its unequal division, a 
general and eternal motion in all nature took place, 
which motion we call life. 


§ 18. 


It is easily proved without any difficulty, that the 
electric and magnetic phenomena, as also all the 
chemical affinities, originate wholly and solely from 
the modifications of the original power. 


§ 19. 


After what has been said we plainly and clearly 
perceive, what has been mentioned before, namely, 
that the whole universe is animated. The original 
power identifies itself in every individual thing, in 
such a manner, that it makes the grain of dust a 
grain of dust, the plant a plant, the brute a brute, 
the man a man, &c. 


§ 20. 


All nature thus constitutes a connected whole, and 
is not only, as Mr. Dewhurst Billsborough expresses 
himself, to be compared to a golden ladder, where 
the worm stands at the bottom and the angel at the 
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top, but much rather, according to my opinion, to 
a circle, consisting of innumerable links, which hang 
together, or are connected in such a manner, that it 
is very difficult to determine the beginning of the 


one, or the ending of the other. 


§ 21. 


The result of all this is, that matter and spirit, 
being and form, subject and object, denote only 


identical notions. — 
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§ 22. 


DIVISION OF BODIES. 


If what has hitherto been said is maturely and 
minutely considered, it will be evident, that although 
we cannot absolutely do without dividing bodies into 
kingdoms, orders, kinds, and species, in order to as- 
sist the conception of the human understanding, if 
considered from that more eminent point of view, 
yet we must not by any means imagine ourselves able 
to find in nature any real boundary. All bodies, 
taken together, compose a continued whole, which 
we call the universe. Individuality merely arises 
from the different quantity of the power of life, the 
varieties of which, however, lose themselves by de- 
grees, like shadow and light, without our being able 


to describe any known boundary. 


§ 23. 


- One might very easily entertain the idea of divid- 
ing all bodies into perfectly organized, and imper- 
fectly organized. This division would, however, be 
totally false, as the term perfectly would be here only 
relative. Each body, individually considered, is 
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wholly perfect, according to the degree in which it 
is placed on the grand ladder of gradation, and 
constitutes a particular sphere of itself. It is true, 
we may say, one body is compounded of more parts 
than another, or one body is furnished with more 
organs than another; but were we to ground a di- 
vision upon this, we must first be able to fix the first 
degree of organization, and thus proceed to the 
highest: that is, we ought to find out that body which 
possesses the least quantity of the original power, and 
then proceed to examine all different bodies in na- 
ture, till we arrive at that which possesses the high- 
est quantity. Delightful and worth the trouble as 
such a task would be, we must yet give up the hope 
of ever attaining that object. 


§ 24. 


It is beyond a doubt, that the more organized any 
individual body is, that is, with the more organs it 
is furnished, the greater is its connexion with the ex- 
ternal world, the more it is attached to such, and the 
greater must be the resistance it offers; and according 
to this proportion, parts that are lost from bodies 
less organized are more easily replaced than those 
that are more so. If the polypus, for instance, and 
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various kinds of worms, &c. be divided into different 
parts, each part will in a short time form an entire 
being. The celebrated Blumenbach tells us of in- 
stances in which the eye of the lizard or salamander, 
(lacerta locustris, Linn.) after having been extirpated, 
and the whole head, together with the four horns of 
a kind of snail, (the helix pamatia, Linn.) after hav- 
ing been cut off, have renewed themselves in a short 
time; which certainly does not so easily take place 
in the more organized bodies. So much appears to 
be certain, that of all bodies known to us, the ani- 


mated human body presents itself as the most or- 
ganized. 


§ 25. 


Although the animated human body is neither 
more nor less than an organ of the great organism, 
and although every other individual body resembles 
it in that respect, and of itself constitutes its own 
sphere, yet the ancients with justice called man alone 
a little world of himself (microcosmos), for to him 
only this appellation properly belongs. All the mod- 
ifications in which the original power manifests it- 
self in the links of the great chain, by means of 
their infinite variety in all the numberless individ- 
uals, are found united in him alone. In man are 
united all qualities, as well those that have a phys- 
ical as also those that have an intellectual tendency, 
which are found dispersed among the individuals of 
the three different kingdoms of nature. In him we 
find phenomena of all denominations, whether at- 
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tractive, repulsive, electrical, magnetical, chemical, 
&c. &. The universe is to be considered as the 
periphery, and man as the centre of this great circle. 
All radii of this infinite circie meets in man. The 
original power has so individualised itself in him, 
that it appears more than probable that it is con- 
centrated in him, and becomes visible in his free 
will. 


The universe, and the important station which man 
fills in this infinite sphere, must necessarily inspire 
every one with the greatest veneration for that all- 
supreme Being, who created the whole universe on 
the wisest plan by a single thought, and excite a 
silent admiration of his inscrutiable wisdom! 


Most beautifully and ingeniously is this station of 
man in the creation described in the Holy Scriptures: 


“All plants and animals were produced by the com- 
mand of the Creator, but yet they were immediately 
produced from earth and water, and called into 
life.” 


Genesis [. 


“It was in man, in man alone, in whom God him- 
self breathed the breath of life.” 


Gen. ii. 7. 


All creatures in the great scale of nature are per- 
fect in their kind; man alone is and remains im- 
perfect: but his very imperfection is his greatest 
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perfection. Infinite as the Creator from whom he 
has immediately received his spirit, so infinite is 
that spirit itself, and so infinite is its endeavour to 
- approach nearer and nearer to its Creator. | 


Here, O man! venerate the deity that is within 
yourself! 


It is that which raises you above the rest of the 
creation; it is that which gives you the power cor- 
rectly to distinguish and to examine all objects; it is 
that which enables you to expand, as it were, beyond 
yourself, and to make observations upon your own 
self; it is that which inspires you with the noble 
feeling of pity for the sufferings of your fellow- 
creatures; and finally, it is the tie which unites you 
closer than all other creatures to the Creator of all 
beings. Woe unto that wretch who applies this ex- 
cess of the divine original power within him merely 
to the advantage of animal life; and who thus neg- 
lects his superior divine vocation as man, to which 
he has been appointed even by this original power! 
He abuses this heavenly present, and renders him- 
self unworthy of it; in other words, he ceases to be 
man. 
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§ 26. 
REPRODUCTIVE POWER 


The principal endeavour and the first aim of na- 
ture in forming the finite in the infinite, the in- 
dividual in the general, is the conservation of the 
total infinite, by means of preserving the innumer- 
able single forms. Since, in consequence of the above 
explained idea of life, no interruption can take place — 
in the whole universe, but single bodies are com- 
pelled either to increase or decrease, as well in 
power of life, as in mass, and must at last change 
their forms, it therefore naturally follows, that the 
original power, in order to effect the conservation 
of the single forms, must obtain that end for three 
purposes: first, it is necessary that those particles 
of substance, which are inevitably lost even by the 
very actions of life, should be replaced, and this is 
what we call conservation, nourishment: secondly, 
that all bodies, and particularly those that are or- 
ganized, should, before the change of their forme, 
to which every thing is subject, be able to substitute 
others of equal nature in their place, this we call the 
power of generation: and thirdly, that the newly en- 
gendered individuals should, by their own inward 
constitution obtain proper completion and maturity, 
which we call growth. These three modifications of 
activity, taken together, we call the power of repro- 
duction (vis reproductiva). 
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§ 27. 


From all that has hitherto been said, it becomes 
evident that this modification under the name of 
reproduction, must be extended over all the corpo- 
real world, and that no body, of whatever denomi- 
nation, can exist in the creation without it. 


§ 28. 


In those bodies which are called unorganized 
bodies, the structure of which, in comparison with 
organized ones, is very simple, this power of re- 
production is strongest. In this instance it appears, 
almost in its original form, as one of the most sim- 
ple, namely, as the power of attraction. It is that 
which is the positive pole of existence. The structure 
of this class of bodies does not comprise any organs, 
and consequently such are not required to be re- 
placed, an aggregation of particles therefore only 
takes place here: and for the very reason, that the 
power of reproduction is only required to have re- 
course to such a simple remedy in order to obtain her 
object, the subjects of the unorganized world are 


least liable to destruction. 
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§ 29. 


SENSIBILITY 


As soon, however, as we enter the organized world, 
we find it quite different, for these bodies are so con- 
structed, that, for their conservation as such bodies, 
not only a mere aggregation is necessary, in like man- 
ner as in the unorganized world, but also the integ- 
rity of their single organs, not only in themselves, 
but in their connexions and conformity to a single 
unity, is absolutely required; and. consequently, 
their increase of mass and power does not confine 
itself solely to one part, or to the whole in general, 
but must extend itself, in a certain particular pro- 
portion, to all its organs; it is therefore easy to per- 
ceive, that the power of reproduction cannot in this 
case be said to act in so simple a manner as in the 
unorganized structures, but that some additional ex- 
ertion of the power of life is still required in order 
to be able to reach that object. 
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§ 30. 


Although the proper reception of the matter des- 
tined for nourishment is performed in the plants by 
means of the filaments, the roots, and the vessels 
on the surface, according to the laws of attraction, 
yet the power of assimilation, so called, is still nec- 
essary to incorporate it with the organization, and 
surely this cannot be done without a certain activity 
of the vessels destined for that purpose. By such 
an activity we again suppose an ability of the vessels 
to be put in activity by external things. This ability 
of being affected by external things we may comprise 
under the term SENSIBILITY. It is the elicitation of 
that power which is ingenerate in the animal fibre, 
and renders it sensible of external objects; it is the 
power by means of which the organs of sense in an- 
imals become able to conceive external impressions; 
and it is the same power by means of which the 
ideas of man are formed, and his other superior 


functions are exercised. 
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§ 31. 


From what has been said we may easily infer that 
all organization must be endowed with sensibility, 
but that in plants, it merely shews itself in vegeta- 
tive life, since, as we may say, they live but for 
themselves, they are fixed to the earth, from which 
they receive their birth, and whence they im- 
mediately receive their nourishment; it is conse- 
quently not requisite that they should be connected 
with the external world by any other organs. The 
animal creation, however, even in the lowest degree, 
does not stand in an immediate connexion with the 
external world, but by means of organs properly 
destined for that purpose. In this class sensibility 
is not confined to mere vegetative power, but rather 
appears similar to its own form; it shews itself in the 
functions of the organs of sense and voluntary mo- 
tion, which we call animal life. In the higher or- 
ganized beings, it discovers itself in all its dignity in 
the faculty of thinking, which may be called intel- 
lectual life. 


$732; 


These two modifications of the original power, viz. 
the power of reproduction and the sensibility, con- 
stitute, as it were, two poles in the whole universe, 
and particularly in the organized world, which two 
poles always stand in a reverse relation to each other. 
In the animal bodies of the lowest degree, for in- 
stance, in forms, testaceous, or crustaceous animals, 
frogs, &c. sensibility is very weak; but the power of 
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reproduction is the stronger: and vice versa, in the 
higher organized bodies, sensibility rises, and in the 
same degree the power of reproduction decreases. 
This law or rule is most visible in the human body. 
During the first period after its birth, growth is much 
stronger compared with the other periods of its life; 
but soon after, when sensibility increases by means 
of the functions of the organs of sense, which then 
begin gradually to display themselves, in the same 
proportion the growth decreases; after the growth 
has reached its full extent, then only does the sen- 
sibility discover itself in mature understanding. 
Hence it so frequently happens, that children, who 
attain an extraordinary degree of understanding at 
an early period of their life, seldom grow old, or at 
least very seldom obtain a proper degree of growth. 


§ 33. 


As matter and spirit, as has been before mentioned, 
are both identical, and as also consequently no mat- 
ter can be in existence without an elicitation of 
power, and no elicitation of power can exist without 
matter, the possibility therefore of the emission ot 
power, in all its modifications, which appear in the 
animal body, is regulated by proper organs, suitable 


to such modifications. 


; | 
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§ 34. 


NERVOUS SYSTEM > 


The principal organ of the animal functions, to 
which all the others may be considered as subordi- 
nate, is without doubt the nervous system. This 
organ, it is remarked by Dr. Gall, is always of a 
magnitude proportionate with the scale on which 
the individual in the animal creation is placed. 
That this is really the case, he proves by saying, 
that in the lower degrees, for instance, in worms, 
only as many single fibres of nerves are observed as 
are necessary for the simple functions of life—action 
and nourishment. The number and strength of these 
nervous fibres are found to be increased in the in- 
sects, in whom they unite in different places, and 
form small knots, which, in a certain manner, bear 
a resemblance to the brain. In frogs these little 
nerves begin to unite into a spinal marrow (medulla 
spinalis), at the top of which a stronger ramification 
is formed, which constitutes the brain; and thus it 
ascends upwards in the scale of living creatures, 
through the line of the fishes, tortoises, birds, and 
mammalia, to man himself; so that the mass of 
nerves is always found to be increased and the brain 
larger, as the station of the individual is found to 


be higher in the scale of living creatures. 
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§ 35. 


The nerves do not proceed, as was hitherto be- 
lieved, from the brain and spinal marrow, but the 
external ends of the nerves are, as it were, to be 
considered as the filamnts of the root of a tree, which 
unite in the spinal marrow in the shape of a trunk; 
and in the same manner as the tree stands in con- 
nexion with the source of its nourishment, by means 
of the filaments of its roots, man himself stands in 
connexion with the external world, by means of the 


ends of the nerves. 
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§ 36 


MODIFICATION OF ANIMAL LIFE 


Dr. Gall admits of only two modifications in ani- 
mal life, namely, the vital function and the animal 
function: but in my opinion it is necessary to admit 
of three; namely, first, vegetative life; secondly, ani- 
mal life; and thirdly, intellectual life: the arrange- 
ment which nature has made in ordering and divid- 
ing the nerves, according to those organs of the 
animal body, which are to perform the functions 
they are designed for, agrees with this. Thus we 
observe, that nerves designed for the functions of 
the organs of vegetative life, proceed from the gen- 
eral stock of nerves called the spinal marrow, or 
from that organ which, as in vegetative life, is 
peculiar to all animals, and pass from thence to their 
organs, the stomach, kidneys, heart, lungs, &c. or 
rather the several vegetative organs meet in the 
spinal marrow; and the greater the number of nerves 
of the organs that are added, the more does the 
thickness of the spinal marrow increase from the 
lower to the upper part. The nerves of the organs 
of sense are laced higher; and the organs of those 
animals, which are endowed with superior faculties, 


follow in rotation; namely, to the brain. 
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§ 37. 


That that part of the brain, which shews itself as 
projecting above the organs of sense, belongs to the 
higher faculties, may be proved by the observation, 
that all animals whose upper part of the head pro- 
jects in a circular form above the ears, are more 
docile than others, and are likewise possessed of 
superior faculties: for instance, it is only necessary 
to observe the difference in this respect between the 
pug-dog and the poodle-dog. This is also the reason 
why man, who, as far as we know, is collectively 
possessed of all those higher faculties, which are 
found separately among all inferior animals, and who 
must consequently be endowed with organs requisite 
for that purpose, has, in proportion to his body, the 
largest brain. 


§ 38. 


It is moreover to be observed, that Dr. Gall allots 
to each higher faculty its peculiar organ in the brain; 
and that, according to his opinion, the perfect con- 
sciousness of every single faculty, collectively con- 
sidered, constitutes the general consciousness, which 
we call common sense (sensorium commune). Ac- 
cording to my opinion, we may not only agree with 


him in this respect, but may add that it is the same 
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thing with the animal faculties of animals of a lower 
degree, or order, which combine a sort of conscious- 
ness with themselves, whence the instinct of animals 


might be easily explained. 


§ 39. 


Although the three above mentioned modifications 
of life in the human body discover themselves in 
various ways, and although the organs or nerves de- 
signed for that purpose, must, without doubt, be 
likewise very various, yet the whole constitutes such 
a continued unity, that very often one organ, under 
peculiar circumstances, exercises the functions of 
another. A female, born without arms, whom many 
of my readers have probably seen, performs with 
her feet every act which others do with their hands, 
and that in the most perfect manner. I myself have 
known a young girl at Hamburgh, who in her earliest 
infancy had lost her hearing, but who could hear 
tolerably well, if the palm of her hand was spoken 
to; besides experience teaches us daily, that often- 
times, when one organ is enfeebled, another exercises 
its functions with more vigor. Blind people, in gen- 
eral, hear better, and deaf persons see better, and so 
forth. That the sympathetical nervous system (ner- 
vus sympatheticus) performs a conspicuous part here 


is beyond a doubt. 
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§ 40. 


MUTUAL EFFECT OF SENSIBILITY AND OF 
THE POWER OF REPRODUCTION ON 
EACH OTHER. 


As matter and spirit, and consequently idea and 
object, are identical, we need not wonder that the 
vegetative organs have such influence on the animal 
and higher organs; and, vice versa, the animal and 
higher organs on the vegetative ones. A good and 
moderate meal, taken with healthy organs of di- 
gestion, enlivens the spirits, and is an incitement to 
the expansion of pleasant ideas;—and who is not 
aware, that while the spirits are agreeably engaged, 
we can for a while dispense with nourishment? The 
idea of want magnifies hunger, and the idea of super- 
fluity satisfies. Even Solomon said in his time: “A 
good report makes the bones fat.” Proverbs xv. 
v. 30.) Hence the truth of Dr. Gall’s observation; 
that the more man cultivates his higher and nobler 
faculties, the more are the organs designed for that 


purpose improved, even materially so. 
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§ 41. 


CONNEXION OF EXTERNAL OBJECTS WITH 
OUR INTERNAL SYSTEM. 


As all nature is animated, consequently no space 
can exist which is not filled up with the original or 
vital power. Now as man, in proportion, has ob- 
tained the greatest share of it, he necessarily stands 
every where in close connexion with it; nay, by 
means of his greater portion of power he entices it 
from all quarters to himself. It is by means of this 
vital power, which every where surrounds us, that 
the external objects admitted by our organs of 
sense, become inwardly a clear and distinct percep- 
tion: for, in fact, those objects are not absolutely so 


external, but are connected with our internal state. 
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§ 42. 


RELATION OF ANIMAL LIFE TO VEGETATIVE 
AND INTELLECTUAL LIFE. 


The organs of animal life seem, as it were, to have 
their station in the middle betwixt the vegetative and 
the intellectual. This modification of the original 
power in the living animal body displays itself in 
the functions of the organs of sense, and in the vol- 
untary motions. The organs of sense are the medium 
of transmitting influences from the external to the 
internal individual body, where they make their im- 
pression: the superior power enacts, and the ex- 
ecutive power is left to the organs of animal life, and 


particularly to the organs of voluntary motion. 


Animal life and consequently the organs of sense 
are common to all animated beings; and although it 
cannot be denied, that by means of these very animal 
functions, a certain consciousness or perception, how- 
ever obscure its nature, is produced, even in animals 
of the lowest order or degree; yet, on the other hand, 
it is equally undeniable, that animal life is inclined 
' to promote the vegtattive life of animals more than 
the intellectual life. In animals possessed of a 
natural disposition to higher functions, and _ par- 


ticularly in man, who, by means of the great quantity 
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of original power allotted to him, as a human being 
comprises in himself every natural disposition to the 
highest functions, the organs of sense yield matter for 
the functions of the superior faculty. Man, when 
considered as belonging to the animal creation, is 
by these animal functions raised above that degree; 
but, if considered as a human being,—as man, the 
first intellectual being in the creation,—he must be 
regarded as restricted by the functions of the organs 


of sense. 


\. 


| 
| 
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§ 43. 
ORGANS OF SENSE 


A further proof of what has been said, and of 
which every reflecting mind will be convinced, is, 
that the reports of our organs of sense cannot always 
be correct, or true; for what is there that will enable 
us to prove that the figure we see before us, is always 
the real figure? The little worm, to whom the space 
from one end of the garden to the other is a day’s 
journey, meets perhaps on its road with a pebble or 
stone, which probably appears bigger to him than 
the highest mountain would appear to man. Objects 
which we cannot see with the naked cye, we may 
distinctly discern by the assistance of optical in- 
struments. 


§ 44. 


Hence it follows, that all our organs of sense are 
merely to be considered as instruments, the regula- 
tions of which do not exist for our use absolutely, 
but only relatively; and that man is endowed with 
them for the purpose of keeping him in a fixed 
state in the animal creation. Man stands every 
where in such close connexion with the external 
original power, that, by means of the great quantity 
of it allotted to his share, he attracts, as it were, this 
constantly animating principle from the whole uni- 
verse to himself. If in this case all avenues to his 
internal parts were open to the original power, the 
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impressions would then take place in an unlimited 
manner, and would consequently be too strong; nay, 
I may say, without bounds; and would engage the 
vital powers in man in such a manner, that, if 1 may 
so express myself, they would dissolve into intellect- 
uality, and consequently be withdrawn from that 
vegetative life, which is of the utmost importance in 
the coropreal world, and by which he retains his in- 
dividuality. Experience shews us, that the exertion 
of the spirits, if too violent, produces diseases of the 
organs of digestion, which are representatives of veg- 


etative life. 


§ 45. 


The organs of sense are given to man, as conduc- 
tors, to admit the influences from the external, and 
conduct them moderated in different forms to the in- 
ternal, and represent themselves by the faculties of 
seeing, hearing, &c. Various, however, as these forms 
of the organs of sense are, the contemplations and 
ideas occasioned by them are the same. A blind per- 
son who distinguishes the colours by feeling, is prob- 
ably impressed with the same notions of them, as we 
are by seeing them. By reading a letter, or by hear- 
ing it read by another person, the same ideas are 
formed, although the impression in these cases are 
conducted to the internal sense by different senses. 
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§46 


If it were therefore possible to shut the avenues 
of the organs of sense against external influences of 
the original or vital power; or, in other words, if the 
organs of sense, in a complete state of consciousness, 
were capable of being put out of activity, then the 
whole man, by means of the great quantity of orig- 
inal power which reigns in him, would become an 
organ of admission for the external impressions. Al- 
though the usual forms, as hearing, seeing, &c. would 
not then be in action, yet the nascent ideas would be 
the same, only with this difference, that they would 
be superior, and more extensive. This contrast may 
appear very strange to any one endowed with the 
usual organs of sense; yet, as the perception in this 
state cannot be performed by the usual means, they 
consequently cannot be limited by those conditions 
upon which perceptions, performed in the usual man- 
ner, depend; as, for instance, by the laws of light, 


of sound, &c. 


§ 47 


If all men were in such a condition, their respective 
ideas would be communicated to each other by one 
simultaneous feeling, even without any speech or 
other sign; for speech and all other signs are only 


assistants, to obtain our perceptions by means of the 
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usual organs of sense. Hence a person in the above 
state can obtain perceptions of the ideas of another, 
who is not in that state; but the other cannot do so, 
without their being indicated by the usual signs. 


§ 48. 


It will in the sequel become evident, that Nature, 
not being willing that man should enjoy a higher 
rank than she had assigned him in the grand range 
or order of things, has taken care that in his natural, 
that is, perfectly healthy state, he could not be 
brought to that superior state, and that only the pos- 
sibility for that purpose is produced after wandering 
from that state, that is, after his vegetative system 


has lost its regularity. 


§ 49. 
WAKING. 


When all the above-mentioned organs of the 
functions of life, vegetative as well as animal and in- 
tellectual, are existing in complete activity, and with 
a full consciousness of ourselves, we call that state 


waking. 
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§ 50. 
SLEEPING. 


As the first condition of every entity in the universe 
must be the preservation of individuality, and as, 
consequently, the first function of the original power 
must refer to vegetative life, it is, therefore, certainly 
necessary, that the process of vegetative life, as long 
as the individuality is to last, does not cease for a 
moment. But by this continued exertion of the 
power to preserve its individuality amidst the power 
of the external world, the different parts become ex- 
hausted, and only the whole of the vital, or original 
power, contained in the human body, is able to carry 
on vegetative life, and to resign its influence for a 
time on the animal as well as the intellectual life; 
and this state is what we call natural sleep (somnus 
naturalis): consequently the functions of the organs 
of sense, as also those of the higher faculties, are sus- 
pended, and only the functions of reproduction re- 
main in existence, consciousness ceases, and the ave- 
nues thereto, the organs of sense, are as it were 
shut. Hence we may explain the reason why, after a 
plentiful meal, we find ourselves inclined to sleep; 
because the process of digestion requires increased 


vital power, which must be taken from the intel- 


lectual system. 
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§ 51. 


SLUMBER AND DREAMS. 


As according to the usual course of nature no alter- 
ation takes place suddenly, it is quite natural that 
the waking state of man must sink into the sleeping 
state by degrees. Hence there necessarily exists be- 
tween these two states a third, which neither belongs 
to waking, nor to sleeping, and is known to us by 
the torm clumbcr. In this state the functions of the 
superior faculties become less perceptible, the organs 
of sense admit the external impressions with less dis- 
tinctness; and thus visions arise, which we call 
dreams. The activiviy of the organs of sense not 
being completely suspended, it is very easy to rouse 
them again into full activity by means of incentives 
externally applied, and thereby restore perfect con- 
sciousness. It is therefore very easy to wake a person 


lying in this state. 


By degrees, however, all functions of the organs 
of sense cease pro momento, and a profound sleep 
follows; and we become unconscious of all that has 
taken place during the space between waking and 
sleeping: for this reason we can seldom recollect 
those dreams which occur before midnight. 
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§ 52. 


NUTRITION DURING SLEEP. 


As during this state the general vital power con- 
fines itself more to the vegetative system, the cir- 
culation of the blood is likewise conducted with more 
effect towards that system, and is in a like proportion 
detracted from the higher organs. By means of this 
temporary repletion in those organs which belong 
to vegetative life, the blood is obliged to flow slower, 
and the disposal of animal matter is regularly ef- 
fected, which is requisite for the restoration of parts 
exhausted by the action of life. Much sleep fattens 
the body, too little wastes it. 
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§ 53. 
AW AKING. 


The individual hereby gradually obtains that 
proper power which belongs to him. In consequence 
thereof, the vital power being again amassed in the 
vegetative system, extends itself, by virtue of its 
originality, to the higher organs, and by degrees, the 
state of perfect consciousness is produced, which we 
call the state of waking. 
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§ 54. 
MORNING DREAMS 


It has already been observed, that there is a mid- 
dle state between waking and sleeping, which we 
call slumber, or dreaming; so there is likewise an- 
other such middle state between sleeping and waking, 
with this difference, however, that the latter state 
is combined with consciousness. We are therefore 
frequently capable of recollecting the subjects of 
such dreams. Hence also most dreams eccur towards 
morning; and hence the reason why a person can be 


so easily awoke at that time. 


§ 55. 


It is during this dreaming state towards morning 
that we may produce dreams in aonther person, if 
acquainted with the usual time of his waking. For 
this purpose, it is only necessary to whisper into the 
ear of the person so slumbering any verbs and sub- 
stantitives, but so cautiously that he is not thereby 
completely awoke, and the soul will immediately 
compose a scene from it, which will be but little 
different from the purpose intended. For instance, 
if we were to whisper to some one sleeping, the 
words brother, travel, Russia, it is very probable that 
he will dream, that his brother is travelling in Russia. 
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What has here been said may also serve as an ex- 
planation, why those who are waked suddenly out of 
a profound sleep are at first quite confounded, and 
only after a while regain their consciousness. 
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§ 56. 


RESTLESSNESS. 


Though after what has been said it necessarily fol- 
lows, that great exertion, as also a plentiful meal, 
brings on an inclination to sleep; yet there are cases, 
where the bodily exercise was too great, or the repast 
too plenteous, particularly where the organs of di- 
gestion are in a weak state, and still we are not able 
to compose ourselves to sleep; which phenomenon, 
singular as it may appear, is yet very easy to explain: 
for, if the organs of vegetative life are too much 
weakened, they also lose the susceptibility requisite 
for the vital power, which flows to it from the organs 
of intellectual life, and which must then be received 
more slowly than usual. During fatigue, there still 
remains too much activity in the higher organs. 
Hence insomnia is a principal symptom in all diseases 
of the organs of digestion, and particularly in dis- 
eases of the spleen. 
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§ 57. 


The same circumstance occurs, if too violent an 
exertion of the spirits has taken place. A person so 
circumstanced cannot compose himeelf to sleep, be- 
cause from the too great activity of the higher organs 
the vital power cannot separate itself so easily. As 
a proof that the vital power may by too much ac- 
tivity in these organs be fixed as it were for a while, 
we may adduce the state of dying persons, who yield 
up the ghost in a very difficult manner, occasioned 
by the anguish which torments their soul. Hence 
we may explain the phenomenon which some think 
they must believe as a prejudice: namely, that at a 
time when we cannot sleep, we may imagine ourselves 
to be in a vessel on the open sea, where one can see 
nothing but the sky and water, and we very easily 
fall asleep. It is natural, that as soon as there is no 
fixed station in the course of the ideas, the vital 
power is not prevented from leaving the higher 


organs. 
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§ 58. 


INCITABILITY OF THE ORGANS OF SENSE 
DURING SLEEP. 


Though the functions of animal life are suspended 
during sleep, they are yet not entirely suppressed 
even in the most profound sleep. The organs of sense 
continue to retain their faculties, and, when strong 
incentives are applied, are excited to action: at the 
same time a sort of indistinct consciousness is ef- 
fected, which may almost be put on a level with 
animal instinct. If these incentives are of any du- 
ration, this obscure consciousness passes over into a 
distinct state. But if these incentives speedily relax, 
the individual again falls asleep, and mostly remains 
unconscious of all that has happened. Omniscient 
Providence has very wisely and beneficially ordained 
it thus; for without this arrangement we must not 
think of ever waking any body; and the sleeping 
person would be exposed to infinite mischief, with- 
out being able to be rescued from it by any one. 
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§ 59. 


There is something more, which in this respect has 
been arranged for us mortals; namely, that, as during 
sleep the blood collects in the organs of vegetative 
life, and on account of this local dispositicn, is flow- 
ing at a slower rate, whence its course might very 
easily be checked by accidental impediments, and 
which very likely might be the cause of sudden 
death,—arrangement has been made, that by means 
even of this local aggregation in one of the blood 
vessels, some nerve, which lies near, suffers pressure, 
which acts as an impulse, and is immediately pro- 
pagated to the higher organs: the vital power is 
thus suddenly conducted thither, producing the sen- 
sation of what is termed a fright in our sleep. The 
circulation of the blood hereby becomes more brisk 
and general, and the former obstacle is vanquished. 
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§ 60. 


‘DIFFERENCE BETWEEN NATURAL AND 
MORBID SLEEP. 


All the above-mentioned appearances only exist 
in general during our natural sleep (somnus nat- 
uralis). Different from this is the morbid sleep 
(somnus morbosus). This kind of sleep arises either 
from a total want of vital power; for instance, leth- 
argy, in nervous disorders, or from a local influence 
on the brain, such as a pressure upon it. Cases have 
been observed, where people, whose skull was in- 
jured, fell asleep as soon as the affected part of their 
head was only slightly touched with the hand. Of 
the same nature is the sleep of infant children, which 
their mother or nurse produces by rubbing, or softly 
patting their head. Nobody, sufficiently acquainted 
with the physical laws of human nature, will, or can 
deny, that such an artificial or rather preternatural 
sleep, being merely a suppression of the functions of 
the brain, injures the nervous system, and is very 
often the first cause of fits or convulsions. This kind 
of sleep differs also from the natural sleep, inasmuch 
as there is no middle station between waking and 
sleeping; and, in fact, it is not to be called sleep at 
all, but only a temporary stupor of the brain. For 


it has even been remarked in cases of concussion of 
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the brain, that neither the vegetative nor the animal, 
but only the intellectual life, has been injured. Dur- 
ing this state of insensibility no ideas whatever are in 
existence. The first idea, after a cure of this disturb- 
ance, then links itself to the last which existed before 
the stupor. I shall here relate two remarkable in- 


stances of this: 


A Prussian officer, in a battle during the seven 
years’ war, just in the moment when he was going to 
cry out—‘“Bravo, comrades!” received a blow on the | 
head, and fell senseless to the ground. Some of the 
enemy found him lying there, and, supposing him to 
be dead, plundered and left him quite naked in a 
ditch. Some peasants, who found him in that state, 
took him home, and he recovered; however, he had 
entirely lost the power of recollection and his speech, 
and could not even tell his own name. He roved 
about the country for a considerable time, and at 
length he was taken up by the police as a vagrant, 
and was conveyed to the county gaol. Here he was 
obliged to work at the fortifications of the town, and 
his dumbness was supposed to be pretended. One 
day he, together with his wheel-barrow, fell down 
the ramparts, but scarcely had he reached the 
ground when he bawled out: “Bravo, comrades!” 
The task-masters as well as the rest of the prisoners 
viewed him with surprise, and he himself was not 


less astonished at his condition, nor could he pos- 
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sibly conceive how he came to this place. He told 
his name, but they laughed at him; however, at his 
own request he was brought before the command- 
ant, and after a strict investigation he obtained his 


liberty in the most honourable manner. 


A boy, employed to put up nine-pins, was hit on 
the head by a ball, which had thrown down all the 
pins, just at the moment when he was going to cry 
out: “All nine!”” He fell senseless to the ground, 
after a while got well again, but remained for sev- 


eral years without the use of all his higher faculties, 
and without all power of recollection. One day he 


fell down a flight of stairs, and suddenly cried out: 
“All nine!” and from that moment he regained his 


perfect senses. But neither of these persons sub- 
sequently recollected a word of what had happened 
to them during the-interval.* 


We might here likewise make mention of that kind 
of sleep which follows narcotic enjoyment, &c.: but 
it is not at present my intention to write a complete 
theory of sleep; I shall therefore confine myself to 
touching upon that only which I deem most requisite 


to the present inquiry. 


* TI do not recollect exactly, whether I have read these two 
instances in the works of the celebrated Reil, in which he 
shews the method of treating diseases in a physiological man- 

ner, or in a similar work. 
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§ 61. 


If through a conflux of circumstances, for instance, 
through too great an exertion of one or more organs 
of intellectual life, combined at the same time with 
too great a weakness of the organs of vegetative life, 
the vital power is, during sleep, repulsed from the 
organs of vegetation, and confines itself to those 
higher organs, at such times, there often arise dreams 
so lively and powerful, as actually to resemble cir- 


cumstances that occur to us while awake. 


§ 62. 


VIVACIOUS DREAMS 


In the same manner as in a waking state, the higher 
organs often produce in dreams a false conjunction, 
er concatenation of ideas, which we call phantasm, er 
false imagination: (I say false imagination, for im- 
agination is not at all times false). I shall here men- 
tion an occurrence, by way of elucidating what I have 
above observed, and which probably is not quite un- 


known to many of my readers. 


“The late celebrated Mr. Pope could not bear a 
servant who was a coward. One night he lay in his 
bed in his study, the door of which was locked and 


Treatise on Animal Magnetism 63 


bolted on the inside; the key was in the key-hole, 
so that no human hand could possibly open it from 
without. To his greatest astonishment, however, the 
door suddenly opened, and a figure, dressed in the 
old Spanish costume, entered. Mr. Pope asked who 
he was, but received no answer. He threatened to 
shoot him with a pistol, which hung over the bed, 
when the Spaniard uncovered his breast, as if mean- 
ing to say, he might shoot if he liked. Mr. Pope laid 
the pistol down, rang the bell for his servant, and 
determined upon quietly awaiting the result. In the 
mean time the Spaniard turned over the leaves of 
several books, placed all the books, which were on 
the shelves. upside down, and went out again. The 
servant then entered, and Mr. Pope asked him, if he 
had met any one. The servant replied, that he had 
frequently seen the Spaniard in the house in the 
course of the night, but that he never hurt any body. 
Mr. Pope ordered the man to sit at his bedside till 
daybreak, and went to sleep again. When he awoke 
in the morning he saw no servant, found the apart- 
ment locked and bolted in the same manner he him- 
self had left it the night before, his books in the best 
of order, and none of his domestics, nor even his own 
man, knew a word of the whole adventure. He al- 
most began to suppose he had been deceived by his 
servant, and only by the convincing impossibility 
of opening the door from without, he was satisfied 
that the whole transaction had been a _ violent 
dream.”* 


* Wagner on Spectres, in German.—Berlin, 1800. 


64 Treatise on Animal Magnetism 


§ 63. 


DREAMS PRODUCED BY FALSE REPORTS OF 
THE ORGANS OF SENSE. 


But there are also cases where the organs of sense, 
during dreams, are not totally without bearing their 
share in these representations, though, in effect, they 
either alter a great deal, or exaggerate, or detract 
from the reality: for instance, a woman very dis- 
tinctly dreamed, that two men attempted to thrust 
a large beam with all possible force between two of 
her toes. The anguish became so great, that she 
awoke through it; and the pain still continuing, she 
examined her foot, and found between the two toes 
alluded to a thick straw.* 


* Mayer on Somnambulism, in German.—Halle, 1760. 
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§ 64. 


DUBITATION IN DREAMING. 


There are often moments in which this activity ex- 
tends itself with the rapidity of lightning over all 
_ organs, and this shews the cause why such dreaming 
persons are often doubtful (even in their dreams) 
whether their ideas are real, or only a dream. Dr. 
Gall means to explain this by saying, that the one 
half of the brain is dreaming, and the other half 
perfectly awake. But this might be refuted by shew- 
ing, that, at the dissection of the head of a clergy- 
man, who died suddenly, and who the day before 
had written a well conceived sermon, the one half of 


the brain was found to be entirely destroyed. 
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§ 65. 


PRACTICAL TACT 


Now as every higher faculty is conditionally de- 
termined by a peculiar organ, we must allow that 
each of these higher organs is possessed of its peculiar 
faculty of conception, of judgment, and of memory, 
and can consequently admit its own ideas from the 
external world. Hence we may explain what is 
called the practical tact, for there are people, who in 
almost every thing are stupid, but who, in one par- 
ticular branch, possess a surprisingly quick insight 
and penetration. We may thence also explain the 
phenomena, that some people, who are almost com- 
pletely deficient in the power of judgment, are ex- 
pert at playing all manner of games with the greatest 
acuteness and ingenuity. (The French call this 


esprit de jeu.) 
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§ 66. 


INFLUENCES OF IMPRESSIONS FROM THE EX- 
TERNAL WORLD WITHOUT THE FUNCTIONS 
OF THE USUAL ORGANS OF SENSE. 


From what has hitherto been said we may with the 
greatest probability suppose, that such organs as 
possess their peculiar faculty of conception, of 
judgment, and of memory, have also the ability, when 
the vital power within them is greatly aggregated, 
of procuring in some manner or other (the organs 
of sense being closed) a communication with the ex- 
ternal world; and thus it naturally follows, that 
people in their sleep, if some higher organs are put 
into activity, even with their eyes shut, receive views 
from the external, equal to such as they receive while 


waking, by means of the organs of sight. 
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§ 67. 


VOLUNTARY MOTION. 


With respect to those organs which can be brought 
into voluntary action, we ought to make a proper 
difference between the capability of their being put 
into motion, and the ability of putting them into mo- 
tion voluntarily. Thus says Mr. Von Haller:* 


“The motion of the three-cornered muscle of the 
arm (deltoides) is subordinate to our pleasure; but 
if the arm is irritated, this motion will take place 
without our being aware of it.” : 


§ 68. 


The ability of motion depends on a peculiar ar- 
rangement or disposition of the organ itself, and the 
power of voluntary motion depends on the con- 
nexion with the sympathetic system of nerves of the 
higher organs. These parts of free motion may, it 
is true, be moved, and even violently moved, as, for 
instance, in spasms, or by external force, without the 
will having a share in it. But still they always re- 
main subservient to the higher organs, even in sleep, 


* Prima linea: 
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as long as their dispesition is not changed in such a 
manner as entirely to have lost their power of mov- 
ing, and as long as their connexion with the higher 
organs, by means of the sympathetic system of nerves, 
is not suspended; and as soon as, by certain cir- 
cumstances, during the sleep, some organs of the 
higher faculties are put into too great activity, those 
organs become excited to movements, which are 
adequate to the functions of the higher organs; and 
this is even the case with the organs of speech. 


§ 69. 


SOMNAMBULISM. — 


It may hence be easily explained, how persons in 
their sleep, with their eyes shut, are able to perform 
actions, which, one might be led to believe, are only 
possible in a waking state; or, in other words, we 


may hence explain the phenomena of sleep-walking. 


§ 70. 


Here, however, are two questions which ought to 
be answered: First: How does it happen that such 
sleep-walkers, in their sleep, accomplish things which 


are impossible to a waking person? For instance, 
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Mr. Von Horst relates: “An apprentice saw one day 
some swallows hatching their young in a very high 
steeple near an open window in it. He gets up in 
his, sleep, goes to the steeple, and finding a high 
ladder used for building, which he could never have 
been able to carry when awake, he carries it to the 
steeple, goes up, and enters the window, although 
the ladder was 18 feet too short, and after being in 
the steeple for some time, he awoke in the greatest 
surprise.” Many more instances of. this kind, are 
related. Secondly, How does it happen that such 
people, when they are called by their name, instantly 
awake, and are exposed to the danger of falling? 


§ 71. 


According to Dr. Gall, the first question is easily 
answered. He asserts, that there is an organ, and 
particularly the nineteenth,* in the brain, which 
he calls the organ of circumspection. It is his 
opinion, that when this organ is not in activity, no 
precaution is used, and man becomes bolder in his 


actions. He at the same time supposes, that during 


* T have seen in England some heads in which the organ of 
circumspection has been marked with the number 12. 
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somnambulism this organ is in a state of inactivity. 
To this supposition, however, we might make the 
following objections; first, that the want of pre- 
caution does not take away the danger, but rather 
increases it; and secondly, that the other question, 
why the calling by the name accelerates danger, is 
not answered by it. 


§ 72. 


In my opinion, these two questions are better 
answered in the following manner: The danger to 
which we are exposed in a waking state, as in climb- 
ing, swimming, and other actions of the like nature, 
mostly depends on the fear which we entertain of 
danger; we are seized with a trembling, we thereby 
lose our equilibrium, or balance, and hence the dan- 
ger. For instance, if we would walk over a narrow 
bridge without balustrades, on each side of which 
the water is very deep, we cannot turn our eyes 
either to the right or left without the risk of falling 
into the water; for the idea of the danger puts us out 
of countenance and off our guard, which makes us 
lose our balance. Fear is solely the effect of a dis- 
position to self-preservation attached to all creatures. 
From this disposition to self-preservation we may 
suppose a distinct consciousness. Again, this con- 
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sciousness cannot take place, or exist, but when all 
parts are completely in a waking state, that is, where 
the separate kinds of consciousness of the separate 
organs concur, in order to form a general conscious- 
ness, but which is not the case with the somnambu- 
list, because all his organs are not in a state of activ- 
ity. It therefore naturally follows, that no fear does 
exist in this case, consequently those actions which 
have been related succeed better than in a waking 
state, and in case danger should really appear, such 
somnambulists immediately awake. Mr. Von Horst . 
relates, that a sleep-walker descended into a well, 
and, as soon as he touched the water, he called for 


help, when he was extricated. 


& 


§ 73. 


The second question now resolves itself. The name 
of a person includes his whole self. By pronouncing, 
or calling him by his name, the whole individual, 
who, in fact, is not completely asleep, necessarily 
awakes, the internal and complete consciousness of 
himself is recalled, and at the same time the dis- 
position to self-preservation again comes into action; 
hence it is natural, that, at the sudden sight of dan- 
ger, he must be seized with a giddiness, lose his 
balance, and consequently fall. 
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§ 74, 


ACTIVITY OF ALL THE HIGHER ORGANS COM- 
BINED WITH THE SUSPENSION OF 
THE ORGAN OF SENSE. 


Hitherto we have only been speaking of cases 
where, in the state of sleep, some of the higher or- 
gans only are engaged and particularly those which 
are mostly employed in a waking state. In such cases 
the sphere of action must naturally always confine 


itself to single actions. 


But if a state could be effected or produced, in 
which the organs of sense would be closed, and all 
the higher organs put into full activity, then the 
question would be, whence proceeds that great afflux 
of vital power? and the answer would be, that either 
almost the whole of the vital power had left all other 
parts of the body, and collected itself in the brain, 
the seat of the higher organs, by which means all 
those parts, which it had left or forsaken, would 
fall into a death-like stupor; or, that a great afflux of 
vital power was attracted from without. 


In the first sense we find the state of the catalepsis 
hysterica, which Mr. Petetin,* and long before him 
Mr. Sauvages de La Croix, has described. In this 


* Hufeland’s Journal, 1815. 
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state all the limbs are benumbed, and in whatever 
direction they may chance to have been moved, or 
placed, in such position they remain immoveable of 
themselves, resembling wax. The whole of the vital 
power in this case concentrates itself in the higher 
organs, which procure a connexion with the external 
world by means of other organs than the usual organs 
of sense, The fittest organ for this purpose is the 
plexus solaris, as a great many branches of the sym- 
pathetic system of nerves run towards this plexus. 
This plexus then, as we are taught by experience, 
takes upon itself the functions of sight, hearing, &c. 


In the second case, namely, where a great afflux 
of vital power from without is effected, we find the 
phenomena of Animal Magnetism. 
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S19: 


THE BODY SUSCEPTIBLE OF ANIMAL MAG- 
NETISM ONLY UNDER AN ABNORMAL STATE. 


If, therefore, a greater afflux of vital power from 
without were effected, would such vital power have 
an absolute (or unconditional) influence on all 
human bodies in a higher degree? This question we 
are obliged to answer in the negative; for as nature 
has allotted to each individual his appropriate share 
of vital power, such individual, as long as it remains 
in its healthy state, that is, as long as he has lost 
nothing of that share of vital power which is allot- 
ted to him, will not have any susceptibility for receiv- 
ing a larger portion of the same; or more properly, 
in such an individual the vital power will be flowing 
through him without stopping in its progress, that is, 
he would become its conductor. In such individual 


no extraordinary phenomena would take place. 


§ 76. 


But if such an individual has already lost a part 
of the vital power, and particularly if the organs of 
vegetative life have been injured by it, he then be- 


comes more disposed to retain a part of the vital 
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power flowing in upon him; and if at the same time 
the organs of vegetative life have lost their receptive 
proportion due for the proper quantity of vital 
power, the latter will be attracted more by the intel- 
lectual life. 


The following law seems to be confirmed: 


Too weak a digestion with an increased afflux of 
vital power promotes the activity of the intellectual 


organs. 


Too great an activity of the higher organs checks 
the functions of the organs of sense more or less: 
this is the reason why a person absorbed in thought, 


neither sees, nor hears, what surrounds him. 


A great afflux of vital power, though in its com- 
mencement affecting only the intellectual life, if 
properly directed, will gradually restore due strength 
to the weak organs of vegetative life, if they are not 


disorganized. 


8 
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§ 77. 


THE GRADUAL UNFOLDING OF THE HIGHER 
FACULTIES OF THE HUMAN MIND 
IN ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 


As all organs of the human body obtain the faculty 
of exercising the functions allotted to them by na-. 
ture, according to the usual course of things, only 
by degrees and by continual practice; as we may 
plainly perceive in new-born children, that all the 
organs of sense, speech, &c. obtain their facility by 
degrees, it follows of course that those organs, which 
are not to undertake their own functions, but those 
of other organs, can only gradually obtain the fac- 


ility necessary for that purpose. 


Hence it may be comprehended, that the phenom- 
ena of Animal Magnetism must in like manner take 


place by degrees. 


§ 78. 


The degree, which is called clairevoyance,* is noth- 
ing else than that faculty by which the natural or 


appropriate organs of sense do not exercise their 


* This term has no correspondent English word. The 
nearest to it is what the Scotch term second sight. 
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functions, and where the impressions from the ex- 
ternal world to the inward man are conducted by 


other organs. 


According to the notions we possess, when not in 
that state or condition, we call that hearing, seeing, 


&c. which in the others are merely pure perceptions. 


If such persons are asked, in what manner they are 
sensible of these impressions, they reply that they are 
not able rightly to describe it, but say, it seemed as 
if somebody whispered it to them. 
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§ 79. 


UNUSUAL ORGANS CANNOT BE REGULATED 
BY THOSE LAWS WHICH CONTROL 
THE USUAL ORGANS. 


As this kind of sensation is not produced in the 
usual manner, they consequently cannot be governed 
by the laws of optics or acoustics. It is therefore no 
wonder if those persons can see through partitions, 
walls, nay, at very great distances; for this faculty 
cannot, properly speaking, be called seeing; and we 
may thus easily imagine the possibility of what Dr. 
Gehrt says, that a magnetised person, who had lost 
her sight in her infancy, and whose organs of sight 
consequently were completely useless, was able to 
see when in a magnetised state.* 


* That the functions of sight in some animals are supplied 
by other organs, which hitherto have remained unknown to 
us, is proved by the experiments made by Spallanzani, who 
deprived bats of their eyes by digging them out, and made the 
observations, that those animals would fly about the different 
apartments without hitting against anything, and found their 
way, while flying, between threads drawn across the room, 
were it even by contracting their wings. These experiments have 
very frequently been made by him and others, and have been 
always attended with the same result. 
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§ 80. 


SELF PRESERVATION IS THE FIRST LAW OF 
NATURE, EVEN IN ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 


As the vital or original power is in general ever 
anxious about the preservation of individuality, it is 
less to be wondered at, that magnetised persons 
should examine their own frame, in order to discover 
its faults; for what should restrain the inward man 
_ from searching into himself, since he is in a con- 
dition in which his perceptions are not governed 
by those laws to which the organs of sense are sub- 
ject. The descriptions which such persons give are 
chiefly regulated by the degree of the cultivation of 


their minds. 
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§ 81. 


THE MAGNETISED STATE CONTRASTED WITH 
THE USUAL NATURAL STATE. 


The superior magnetised state stands in the same 
relation to the usual natural state as waking does to 
sleep; no wonder then, that such persons in their 
natural state know nothing of what they have seen, 


or felt in the former. 
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§ 82. 


THE CAPABILITY OF MAGNETISED PERSONS 
TO KNOW THE THOUGHTS OF OTHERS. 


Those of my readers who have attentively read 
what has been above stated (see § 46 and §47) will 
now no longer marvel at such magnetised persons, 
while in that superior state, being, under certain con- 
ditions, acquainted with the thoughts of other per- 
sons, and particularly as the real and the ideal states 
are identical: and such persons can only then give — 
correct answers, while the interrogating party fixes 


his ideas most intently on those subjects. 
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§ 83. 


THE DECREASE OF CAPACITY FOR ANIMAL 
MAGNETISM BY THE INCREASE OF THE 
HEALTHY STATE. 


As the body in its perfectly healthy state, as be- 
fore mentioned, has no susceptibility for a larger 
quantity of vital power, it is consequently quite nat- 
ural that such persons, immediately after their health 
is restored, lose their quality of admitting Animal 


Magnetism, and the effects of it gradually cease. 


It seems the reason why, in the healthy state, there 
is no susceptibility of Animal Magnetism, is, that 
magnetism is similar to the power of attraction; 
namely, the positive pole of the creation: and that 
electricity is similar to the power of repulsion; 
namely, the negative pole of the creation, and by 
the conflict of both of these the existence of matter 
is the result; and the healthy state of man, as micro- 


cosmos, is thus produced by the conflict of both. 


84 Treatise on Animal Magnetism 


§ 84. 


AURA MAGENTICA 


Although, as is evident, the magnetised person 
stands in close connexion with certain individuals, 
and particularly with the magnetiser, I yet do not 
by any means believe, that the vital power, or what 
is called the magnetical fluid, flows from the mag- 
netiser. It is certainly possible that it flows through 
him, but the real source is in the universe itself, and 
is only attracted by a certain operation into a cer- 
tain sphere, in the same manner as the electrical 
fluid. The magnetiser is only the exciter; for if this 
were not the case, no magnetiser would be able to 
endure it very long. This would be impossible, 
chiefly because, very often, what is called an aura 
magnetica is formed, which fills or takes up a whole 


house, and maintains itself there for a length of 
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time.* ‘Only in cases where the magnetised person 
is afflicted by a disorganization the application of 
magnetism is able to relieve, not to cure; but it will 
be injurious to the magnetiser, because the vital 
power elicited by him cannot be received by the 
other, and he only will be affected by it. The de- 
bility which the magnetiser feels in such cases, as 


experience proves, may be considered as hyperstheni. 


* IT know of an instance of a magnetised person, who had 
only occasion to enter the house of the magnetiser, in order 
to drop into a magnetical sleep. 
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§ 85. 


According to the view which I have of the matter, 
I do not for a moment doubt that the magnetical 
fluid in identical with the electrical fluid: and that 
both, different as they may appear, constitute the two 
sides of a homogeneous unity. (See § 13.) Even 
the circumstance, that magnetised persons are very 
sensible of electricity, proves the truth of this 
opinion. 


§ 86. 
The result of all that has been said is: 


1. That all the extraordinary phenomena pro- 
duced by Animal Magnetism are founded upon the 
usual law of nature. 


2. That Animal Magnetism, in those cases where 
the power of reproduction is affected by debility of 
the reproductive system without disorganization, may 


be useful, of which I shall give some instances. 


3. That Animal Magnetism ought to be applied 
as a remedy in diseases more than it has hitherto 
been; but it must at the same time be considered, 


that this remedy, more than any other attacking the 
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vital power immediately, would be a very dangerous 
one in the hands of ignorant practitioners: therefore 
I apprehend, that it is the duty of learned profes- 
sional men, not only not to reject the whole, as they 
have hitherto done, but to clear the subject from all 
impurities and absurdities with which it has unfor- 
tunately been mixed; and especially it is their duty 
to put a stop to the abuses of illegal practitioners of 
this system, who have been emboldened in their 
audacities from the neglect of learned men, and who 
have thus brought the useful remedy into the great- 


est contempt. 


The limits of this treatise will not allow me to dis- 
cuss every thing in a manner in which it might be 
done; for I only meant to shew the possibility of 
animal magnetical phenomena from natural causes, 
and not to produce a dissertation on the subject. 
Whether, or how far I have fulfilled my intention, I 
shall leave to the candid judgment of my readers to 
decide. 
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§ 87. 


Notwithstanding I have said enough for my pur- 
pose, of explaining the theory, I cannot refrain from 
communicating my opinion respecting the practical 
application of Animal Magnetism as a remedy in 
diseases. In all hysterical and hypocondriacal cases; 
in short, in all cases, where the individual suffers 
primitively under disorders in the system of repro- 
duction, and particularly as long as the difference is 
only dynamic, and no destruction or disorganization 
is effected, the application of Animal Magnetism 
will be attended with success. The effect of this ap- 
plication is very different. In some cases no other 
striking phenomena takes place, than merely a grad- 
ual change of the unhealthy to the healthy state, ac- 
cording to the repetition of the application. In other 
cases the magnetised person falls asleep, and is re- 
covered without being brought to a higher degree of 
magnetical phenomena. The three following cases 


have come under my own observation:— 
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At Groningen, a girl about nineteen years of age 
was suffering under hysterical spasms, which some- 
times continued for forty-eight hours: after being 
magnetised half an hour a day for three weeks, the 
patient recovered, and no other phenomena was ef- 


fected. 


A lady residing in London, after a violent febris 
nervosa putrida, under which she was suffering in the 
months of December and January last, was affected 
by convulsions of every kind, but mostly by fainting, 
which often lasted two hours, and it was difficult to 
brings her to herself. I was one day present when 
this fainting was coming on, and in presence of her 
sister and brother-in-law, I tried to make application 
of Animal Magnetism: I had scarcely begun to 
operate, when she quickly recovered from the faint- 
ing, as though she had been awaked by fright, and 
from that moment she gradually recovered, with 
the assistance of medicaments usual in such cases, 


and is now in perfect health. 


A boy in Groningen, fourteen years of age, was suf- 
fering under febris intermittens tertiana about eight 


weeks: after having given him all medicaments usual 
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in this case, without effect, he was recovered by ap- 
plying Animal Magnetism no longer than eight days; 


but no other phenomena was observed. 


A gentleman, thirty-five years of age, had laboured 
for many years under a chronic disease, which some- 
times represented itself in the form of headache, 
particularly on one side of the head, (hemicranium,) 
and sometimes as an hypochondriac affection: after 
having made use of all the medicines usual in such 
diseases without effect, he was magnetised. For 
three weeks, during which time the Animal Mag- 
netism was daily repeated, there was no remarkable 
difference in his case, but in the fourth week the 
symptoms of the first degree of magnetism presented 
themselves, and he was brought to the state of sleep- 
ing; and after the daily repetition of Animal Mag- 
netism during the space of eight weeks, he recov- 


ered without any other phenomena taking place. 


An instance in which a megnetised person being 
brought into a state of clairvoyance, was able to pre- 
scribe the medicaments proper for her recovery, is 
noticed by Dr. Numan, in his work on Animal Mag- 


netism. 
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A girl, about 20 years of age, was suffering for 
three years under febris intermittens tertiana, at- 
tended (perhaps caused) by an obstruction of the 
bowels, and was brought, being magnetised by Dr. 
Numan, to the state of somnambulism, and _ after- 
wards into a considerable state of clairvoyances in 
this state she desired she might be bled; and at an- 
other time, while in this state, she ordered for her- 
self medicines, and by the medicines she ordered, 
together with the application of Animal Magnetism, 


she completely recovered her health. 


The following is a case, related by Dr. Numan, in 
which the application of Animal Magnetism has only 
given relief, without recovering the patient, and the 


magnetiser was obliged to discontinue his operations. 


A man, of fifty-four years of age, was disabled in 
his upper and lower extremities, occasioned by debil- 
itas nervorum, which was probably the consequence 
of a local affection of the medulla spinalis. Notwith- 
standing the doctor was sure, that the adhibition of 
Animal Magnetism would, like all other remedies 


which he had hitherto used, be without effect, yet 
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he could not refuse to comply with the wishes of his 
patient. After some manipulations he fell into a 
state of slumbering, after which he felt better: the 
pain above the eyes and the dimness of the sight, 
which effects of the disease he had experienced for a 
long time, at length decreased; the appetite, which 
was almost lost, was in a few days restored, and the 
digestion was recovered; the usual evacuations be- 
came properly regulated, and his muscular powers 
were so far increased, that he began to walk. In con- 
sequence of this, the patient insisted on the mag- 
netiser’s continuing to operate upon him; but the 
magnetiser, besides being confident that all opera- 
tions would in the end be fruitless, and that the pa- 
tient would never be actually restored by it, felt 
every day after the operations an unusual lassitude, 
and certain sensations which he disliked; he there- 
fore continued to operate with disgust. The patient 
being unwilling to relinquish the application of 
Animal Magnetism, the magnetiser employed an- 


other practitioner, who had previously offered his 
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services; but the second magnetiser experienced the 
same unpleasant effects as the former, and he was 
obliged to suspend the operations for some days, 
when the disagreeable feelings ceased: he had, how- 
ever, scarcely recommenced the operations, when the 
unpleasant effects were again felt, and he was con- 
strained to desist from operating in this case. The 
patient soon returned to his former state, and he is 


at present quite lame. 
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§ 88. 


There is no doubt that Animal Magnetism, if prop- 
erly applied, would be useful in suspended anima- 
tion. It is well known, that, in the cases of drowned 
persons, one of the most effectual remedies is to place 
the patient in bed between two naked persons. Such 
a remedy has been resorted to under my directions 


with complete success. 


§ 89. 


Although I intended to remove the wonders be- 
yond, or not within, the sphere of nature, we yet 
must not forget to admire the whole universe, or all 
nature itself, as a wonder. Thus Lessing says in his 
dramatic poem of Nathan the Wise, “The greatest 


wonder of all wonders is, that we are indifferent to 
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the daily wonders that surround us.” I may be al- 
lowed to say with Mrs. Rowe:* “In the fair creation 
I trace an Almighty Power, and see the immense 
Divinlity impressed on all His works. Inspired with 
a charming enthusiasm, I address the Great Spirit 


of Nature in this soliloquy :— 


“Ador’d Articificer! what skill divine! 

What wonders in the wide creation shine! 
Order and majesty adorn the whole, 

Beauty and life, and Thou th’inspiring soul: 
Whatever grace, or harmony’s express’d 

On all Thy works, the God is there confess’d. 
But, Oh! from all Thy works how small a part, 
To human minds, is known of what Thou art: 
Fancy gives o’er it’s flight in search of Thee, 
Our thoughts are lost in Thy immensity.” 


THE END. 
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